The Great Awakening and The British Colonies
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the beginning of the 17th century, England established proprietary colonies in North America and the West Indies. Proprietors were appointed to establish and rule settlements under the mercantile charters. Increase in the colonial activities of England led to the formation of 13 colonies on the Atlantic coast of North America. During this period, European philosophical movements known as the Great Awakening and Enlightenment was making its way past the Atlantic Ocean to the American colonies.  
The greatest awakening was a transitional period in the American colonies and particularly New England during the first half of the 18th century which marked spiritual renewal among believers.  The philosophies emphasized a logical and a more scientific view of the world and as a result, downplayed religion.  Religion transitioned from being personal to formal and many people started missing church services. Many Christians distanced themselves from the mainstream church approach to worship with a sense of complacency and instead adopted an approach that was characterized by emotions and fervor in prayers. The spiritual renewal was fronted from England by people like George Whitefield and the Wesley brothers and spread over to the American colonies in the first half of the 18th century.  Contrary to the Puritan spirituality which largely embraced in the early 1700s, the revivalism ushered in the Great Awakening which allowed believers to overtly express their emotions to create a stronger intimacy with God. Believers were encouraged to create personal relations with God rather than rely on Ministers. 
The Great Awakening greatly impacted the Americans by preparing them for the independence war. In the years before the war, revivalism in America encouraged Americans to confront religious authorities and break off to form new churches if the authorities were not living up to the expectations of believers. During the great awakening, the colonialists realized that they owned religious power over the people than the Church of England and within two decades, the colonialist realized that the English monarch had political power over the people. By 1775, colonialists had differing theological beliefs. However, they had a common vision to liberate their colonies from the British control. 
The Awakening altered the colonists view about the role of government, the society and motivated them to revolt against England. New denominations such as Baptists and Methodists grew quickly.  Although the movement boosted the growth of churches and unified the colonies, some critics say it divided people based on its proponents and opponents. In the year 1776, the 13 colonies were declared independent to become the present-day United States of America. Thus the great awakening created an environment that enabled the American Revolution to happen.
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